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Toward a Christian Rural Civilization » 


Conservation in the Post-war World 
. Only upon the conservation and wise use of our 
basic resources of land, water, and of the spirit of the 
people, can we maintain the human values of high 
standards of living, thinking, opportunity, freedom, jus- 
tice and faith in the destiny of our civilization. .. . 

“Conservation of national resources, both material and 
human, becomes our vision and goal; it enlists the self 
interest of the individual and the altruistic motive to act 
for the present and future good of the nation. Realization 
that one belongs to a group that has come down from a 
long past and which, through conservation of the resources 
of the national home, has possibilities of long existence on 
the earth into the refulgent vistas of the future, furnishes 
an ethical motive for conservation. It must no longer be 
possible for individual or group exploitation to rob the 
present and future generations of their rightful inheritance, 
to condemn them to poverty and lower standards of living, 
or to subject them to the conquest of a foreign invader. 
Such acts must be considered and legislated as crimes 
against the State and society. 

“The aggressor nations of today, who like to feel they 
are destined to dominate the world with their ideas by 
force and conquest of other lands have laid deep founda- 
tions for themselves in a permanent agriculture. In Ger- 
many, land-use and sustained productivity of forests are 
models of efficiency. Twenty years ago it was thought Ger- 
many was crushed;—today she is a menacing victor, threat- 
ening the peace of Europe. Italy is aflame with zeal for the 
cause of conservation; she is carrying out vast national 
projects of reclamation of old lands and making new lands 
habitable. The future well-being of the nation sweeps 
aside all else. “Believe! Obey! Fight!” is the bill-board 
slogan of Italy. Japan has become an example in reforesta- 
tion and meticulous care in the conservation of farming 
land. The sense of security is sought in the control of land 
resources—sufficient to supply all the requirements of a 
people. Self-sufficiency is a goal born of mistrust between 
nations. 

“The world is faced with a choice between conquests and 
freedom of international trade. Freedom of international 
commerce to make available to nations the products of the 
‘earth’s resources could be made to solve the most serious 
international problems far better than the destruction and 
staggering wastage of modern war, which destroys not 

_only military objectives but civilian populations as well. 
‘And I hazard the suggestion that if all the wealth, all the 
human resources that are now being devoted to war and 
the preparation for war were to be directed toward con- 
serving and enriching the land resources of the earth, and 
in the control and use of the waters of the land, the pro- 
ductiveness of the earth would yield sufficient to meet the 
requirements of this generation and its increase for many 
generations to come. The possibilities of the earth, when its 
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resources are fully husbanded in the advanced knowledge 
of soil conservation, are far beyond the imagination of man- 
kind in general. How much better if the vast energies of 
the human race could be directed toward such a goal of 
conservation than toward destruction. 

“The fallen and vanquished civilizations are dead and 
cannot speak, but their ruins and the living remnants of 
their peoples, long sunk in a night of illiteracy, and dull 
from crushed, or suppressed higher human values, warn us 
to undertake a vast and healing program of conservation 
in its wider sense. In it are bound up self-preservation, 
altruism, justice, ethics, liberty, freedom and those reali- 
ties which are the basis for democracy and its spiritual 
values. In conservation we have the assurance of continued 
progress in the search for that something which has led 
humanity out of the stone age to a modern mechanical age 
of development. 

“If we make conservation, in its fullest conception, the 
goal for our people and for our national home and insti- 
tutions, the American people may be destined to save the 
material and spiritual gains of mankind from the ruins of 
the destructive annihilations of war. We must be prepared 
to protect and to defend this torch of human progress and, 
despite the menaces of aggressors, to keep it aflame to light 
the path into the future. But without the maintenance of a 
permanent agriculture and conservation of national re- 
sources, neither can we nor any nation long endure the 
forces that have destroyed civilizations of the past.” 

The above paragraphs were taken from an article by 
Dr. W. C. Lowdermilk, Assistant Chief, Soil Conservation 
Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, entitled “Reflec- 
tions in a Graveyard of Civilizations” written by him at 
Beirut, Syria, in 1939, and published by the Christian Rural 
Fellowship as Bulletin No. 45, October, 1939. Even before 
the present war assumed global proportions, the world 
faced a vast problem of healing great areas of the earth 
that had been despoiled by man through ignorance or 
greed. It is imperative that the resources of the earth be 
conserved if there is to be freedom from want for all. It is 
basic in any statesmanlike planning for permanent peace. 
—J.H.R. 


Agriculture and the Peace 

After this war is won, we must follow through and win 
the peace. Among other things this will mean that finance, 
industry, labor and agriculture will have to make sacrifices 
for the common good. In order to bring about world peace 
there can be no room for selfish interest. Agriculture will 
have a big say-so in writing a just and lasting peace. There- 
fore it is most important that farmers follow the right type 
of farm leadership. A farm leadership which is narrow and 
provincial, a farm leadership which looks only to the 
selfish interests of agriculture, will hinder rather than help 
to bring about a peace based on sound economics and 
Christian principles. Farmers can take it for granted that 


2 


if their leaders recognize and apply Christian principles to 
the solution of farm problems such leaders can be relied 
upon in helping to draw up a world peace which will be 
real and lasting.—Editorial in The Christian Farmer. 


The Rural Problem from the Christian 
Point of View 

The rural work . .. is an organic part of the service de- 
manded of the Church everywhere—East and West—to 
lead in the effort to build a rural civilization that shall be 
Christian to the core. This effort looks toward the develop- 
ment of an intelligent, literate, and efficient rural popula- 
tion, well organized and well led, who shall share the 
economic, the political, and the social emancipation, as 
well as the continued advancement of the masses of men, 
who shall participate fully in world affairs, and who shall 
be moved and inspired by the Christian spirit—From 
Missions and Rural Problems. 


1943-44 Special One-Year Rural Training Course 

for Missionaries at Cornell 

For the third year, the New York State Colleges of Agri- 
culture and Home Economics at Cornell University are 
offering a special one-year rural training course for mis- 
sionaries. This course was originally undertaken at the 
request of the Rural Missions Cooperating Committee of 
the Foreign Missions Conference of North America. The 
program of study includes courses in Social Anthropology, 
Foods and Nutrition, Rural Sociology, Agricultural Engi- 
neering (shop work) and Agriculture. The course in Agri- 
culture has been especially adapted to the needs of mis- 
sionaries and includes unit courses of twenty hours each 
in: Soils; Field Crops; Vegetable Growing; Poultry; Ento- 
mology; Plant Physiology; Plant Propagation; Farm Man- 
agement; Fruit Growing; and shorter courses in: Bacteri- 
ology of Milk; Milk Goats; Plant Breeding; Animal Hus- 
bandry; Forestry. 

In addition to the above courses which were given last 
year, new courses are being offered in Principles and 
Methods of Relief and Rehabilitation and unit courses of 
twenty hours each in Cooperatives, Rural Education and 
Public Health Sanitation. 

The school year begins late in October, 1943 and closes 
the latter part of June, 1944. All preliminary correspond- 
ence regarding the course should be addressed to Mr. John 
H. Reisner, Agricultural Missions, Inc., 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y. 

The course is well adapted to missionaries who will be 
called on to participate in programs of relief, rehabilita- 
tion and reconstruction on their return to the field, as well 
as providing an excellent training for the development of 
continuing village work programs. 


A National Convocation on the Church in 
Town and Country 

A National Convocation on The Church in Town and 
Country will be held at Columbus, Ohio, September 6-8, 
1943, under the auspices of the Committee on Town and 
Country of the Home Missions Council of North America 
and the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Requests 
for detailed program should be sent to the above address. 
This is a planning conference in the interest of developing 
a rural church movement. The conference will be divided 
into sixteen commissions to consider important problems 
facing the rural church in America. The Convocation is 
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designed for ministers and lay people in town and country | 
churches, administrators of the church, religious educators, | 
editors, officers of farm and rural community organizations, — 


officials of government agencies, etc. Any interested person 


is welcome to attend and participate in any of the sessions | 


announced. There is no registration fee. 


Christian Home Movement in India 


The Christian Home Movement in India is an active going | 


concern with a Christian Homes Committee set up by the 


National Christian Council and with Miss Ruth Ure ap- | 
pointed to be the Secretary of the Committee. Already | 
corresponding committees have been set up in a number > 
of the Representative Christian Councils. It has been rec- — 


ommended that all churches in India be asked to observe 
an annual Festival of the Home and the following sugges- 


tions were made concerning it: This festival might include | 
three celebrations: (a) In each home there would be the — 


usual festive procedure of a special cleaning and decorat- 


ing with flowers and lights, and a service of rededication — 


of the home and all its life. In this service every member 
of the family would participate. At the same time they 
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might as a family take some definite step toward beautify-_ 


ing the home, such as planting a tree or acquiring a new 


picture; they might undertake some hobby or craft in which | 


all could join; and they might plan some family contribu- 
tion of service to others outside the home. (b) In each 


neighborhood there might be a public meeting at which 


lectures, demonstrations, exhibits and a drama on some 


aspects of home life would be given. (c) In the Church — 


there would be a special service of thanksgiving and pray- 
er for the home. 

The Committee has already published a bulletin giving 
helpful suggestions for the Festival of the Christian Home, 


including various Services of Worship and Dedication for: 


use in the home and in the Church. Another general bulle- 


tin has been issued with excellent articles on the Christian — 


Home Life Movement in India, Religion in the Home, Fam- 
ily Relationships, The Home Beautiful, Standards of Ex- 


cellence for Homes and a Service of Intercession for Homes. | 


These bulletins have been published by the National Chris- 
tian Council of India, Nelson Square, Nagpur, C.P., India, 
The recent developments in India centering about the 
Christian home are a fine illustration of what can be done 
when the experience and interests of individuals are or- 
ganized and made available for use on a nationwide scale. 


Dr. John L. Goheen, Principal-elect of Allahabad 
Agricultural Institute 

Announcement has recently been made of the election 

of Dr. John L. Goheen to the Principalship of Allahabad 

Agricultural Institute, Allahabad, India, to succeed Dr. 


Sam Higginbottom on the latter’s retirement in 1944. Dr. 


Goheen has recently arrived in the United States on reg- 
ular furlough and will study in the Graduate School at 
Cornell University, specializing in agricultural economics 
and rural sociology. 

Dr. Goheen was graduated from Wooster College, B.A., 
1906. In 1937 his Alma Mater conferred on him the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Laws in recognition of his meri- 
torious missionary service. He spent the year 1920-21 at 
Davis, California, studying agriculture. He went to India 
in 1911 under the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., where he organized the Sangli 
Agricultural and Industrial School, being primarily re- 
sponsible for the agricultural side of the program. His 
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missionary services were interrupted for four years, during 
which time he served as general Adviser and Administra- 
tor to the head of one of the Indian Native States. For 
many years he has been a member of the Bombay Provin- 
cial Representative Christian Council and for ten years has 
been Chairman of its Committee on Rural Reconstruction. 

Allahabad Agricultural Institute was organized by Dr. 
Sam Higginbottom and opened in 1911 as a Department of 
Agriculture in Ewing Christian College. Dr. Higginbottom 
has served as Principal since its organization and has been 
primarily responsible for its development. The Institute 
serves as the Agricultural College of Allahabad University. 
Dr. Higginbottom is one of the most prominent laymen in 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and was elected Mod- 
erator of its General Assembly for the year 1939-40. Prince- 
ton University conferred on him the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Philanthropy. Dr. Higginbottom first went to 
India in 1903. He received an agricultural degree from 
Ohio State University. 


Prayer of the Gardener 
By Mark RIcH 


God of creation, who makest every garden seed that 
forms in pod and fruit; who doest endow each with the 
germ of life which springs at last into the full grown plant; 
who dost continually perform this miracle through a power 
veiled in mystery: How wonderful is thy provision for us! 
How marvelously hast thou cared for us as with manna 
come from heaven! Because thou hast wrought we may 
eat and be satisfied. We praise thee also for the glory of 
- thy creative power in field and garden; for color, variety, 
beauty, and magnificence; for that artistry which gives 
pleasure as well as sustenance to thy children. We magnify 
thy name for thy manifold goodness to us. Amen. 


Dr. Laubach Returns from Latin America 

Dr. Frank C. Laubach, modern apostle of literacy, re- 
turned May 11 from Latin America, during which time he 
visited fifteen South and Central American countries. The 
trip was sponsored by the Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America in cooperation with the Committee on World 
Literacy and Christian Literature of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America. 

Teaching charts and lesson sheets were prepared in each 
country visited. Dr. Laubach’s method was officially adopt- 
ed by nine governments. The President of Haiti conferred 
on him the “National Order of Honor and Merit, with the 
grade of Commander.” Dr. Laubach has recently been 
working with Walt Disney in Hollywood in the prepara- 
tion of films to be used in teaching illiterates. This project 
is under the auspices of the Office of the Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs in Washington. 

Dr. Laubach’s most recent book is The Silent Billion 
Speak published by Friendship Press, New York, N. Y. 
This is the first time in which he has told his exciting story 
to the general reading public. The book will be used in 
connection with the mission study program this coming 
year under the general theme of “Christian Ventures in 
Living and Learning.” 


The Wider Implications of Illiteracy 
The problem of adult illiteracy does not only concern 
the illiterates themselves. It touches every section of the 
community. The social reformer who wants his rustic lis- 
teners to understand and put into practice his reforms; the 
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doctor or health worker who desires from the villagers 
an intelligent appreciation of his measures for the preven- 
tion of disease; the co-operative society promoter who aims 
at securing the people’s goodwill in his efforts after their 
welfare; religious leaders and missionaries who seek to 
establish their hearers firmly in the principles of their 
faith; teachers and educationists, striving for the progress 
and usefulness of their village schools; government serv- 
ants, politicians, canvassers; patriots who aspire to teach 
the masses something of their civic responsibilities; rural 
uplift enthusiasts; agricultural experts; students in their 
youthful ardour—all these must make every possible ef- 
fort to break down this wall of ignorance. May the 8 per 
cent of our citizens who are literate gird up their loins 
and come forward to rescue their illiterate brethren who 
still sit in darkness. United, one and all, in this determina- 
tion, let them not relax their efforts until “there is left not 
one single province in the country with a backward or 
ignorant village, or a single village with a backward or 
ignorant family, and not a single family anywhere in the 
land with one backward or ignorant individual in it. The 
real aim of the Indian Adult Education Movement is to 
make every home a school ... and everyone in it both 
teacher and taught. Nothing short of this is good enough 
for the fair name of India or adequate for the needs of our 
time.”—Quoted from the Indian Adult Education Hand- 
book, p. 152. 


Annual Meeting—Agricultural Missions, Inc. 

The Annual Meeting of Agricultural Missions, Inc., was 
held May 7, 1943. The officers for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 1943, were elected as follows: Dr. John R. Mott, 
Chairman; Dean Ralph L. Watts, Vice-Chairman; Mr. Wal- 
lace C. Speers, Treasurer. Other members of the Board of 
Directors are: Dr. Thomas S. Donohugh, Dr. Wynn C. Fair- 
field, Mr. Ralph W. Gwinn, Dr. Randolph L. Howard, Dr. 
Thomas Jesse Jones, Professor Harry H. Love, Dr. Henry 
S. Randolph, the Rev. Clifford L. Samuelson, Miss Irene 
Sheppard, Dr. Henry C. Taylor, Mr. Samuel Thorne and 
Dr. Edna Noble White. The resignation of Professor Dwight 
Sanderson was accepted with deep regret. The Board of 
Directors adopted a budget of $12,331.00. A mimeographed 
copy of the report of the past year’s work will be avail- 
able by late summer and may be had on request. 


The Land and Human Welfare Considered at 
Conference on Christian Bases of World Order 

A most significant Conference on Christian Bases of 
World Order sponsored by the Division of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the Methodist Board of Missions and directed by 
Dr. R. E. Diffendorfer, its Executive Secretary, was held at 
Delaware, Ohio, March 8-12, 1943, in connection with the 
Merrick Lectures of Ohio Wesleyan University. The Con- 
ference was organized around twelve topics which were 
the subjects of formal lectures and reports of corresponding 
seminars that had been studying the topics during the pre- 
vious six months. The subjects of the lectures and seminars 
were as follows: ‘The Century of the Common Man,” God 
and the World We Live In, The Christian Interpretation 
of Man, The Christian Interpretation of Nature, The Spir- 
itual Basis of Democracy, New Race Issues, Postwar World 
Economy, The Land and Human Welfare, Politics and Hu- 
man Welfare, The Health of the World Community, Chris- 
tianity and the Workers of the World, Human Character 
and World Order. 

The twelve lectures have been published under the title 


4 


of Christian Bases of World Order.1 The reports of the 
seminars with questions arranged for local study groups 
have been printed under the title, The Church and World 
Order.2 Through the kind cooperation of Dr. Diffendorfer, 
the report of the seminar on “The Land and Human Wel- 
fare” has been printed as Christian Rural Fellowship Bul- 
letin No. 82, May, 1943.3 

It is most encouraging to find a national conference of 
this kind giving consideration to the significance of land 
and agriculture to world peace. The large majority of the 
people of the world are to be found in the towns and open 
country. These are the strategic centers where rural people 
—farmers, villagers and town dwellers—will discuss (if at 
all) the Christian bases of world order and learn what 
their responsibilities as Christians are to world peace. As 
Professor Liston Pope has said, “Peace on earth begins in 
our town. But if it ends there, it ends.” Organized Christi- 
anity cannot longer neglect the rural church and its con- 
stituency if world peace is to have a solid foundation on 
which to build an adequate superstructure. 


Christianizing Home and Family Life Conference 

A Conference on this subject, arranged by the Canadian 
School of Missions, was held in the School, January 7 to 9, 
1943. The Conference was attended by missionaries, can- 
didates and members of the Canadian Mission Boards. The 
Chairman was Mrs. Hugh D. Taylor, Foreign Missions Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the Woman’s Missionary Society of 
the United Church of Canada. At the closing session a 
Findings Committee was appointed and the following reso- 
lution was passed: 

Resolved, That this Conference, believing that Christian- 
izing Home and Family life is basic to the full develop- 
ment of the Christian Movement and life in all lands, would 
reaffirm and re-emphasize its belief that renewed stress 
should be placed on all efforts connected therewith. The 
Conference, further, would respectfully suggest to our 
Mission Boards that all their missionaries be informed of 
the findings of this Conference and of its grateful appre- 
ciation of all the fine work now being done which defi- 
nitely conduces to strengthening Christian Home and Fam- 
ily Life in many lands. 


Church of the Brethren to Aid Young People 
to Get on Farms 

At the recent National Conference of the Church of the 
Brethren at McPherson, Kansas, steps were taken to estab- 
lish a $50,000 revolving fund to be used in helping Breth- 
ren young men to establish themselves on farms. We are 
greatly indebted to Dr. Leland S. Brubaker, Secretary of 
the General Mission Board of the Church of the Brethren, 
for the following statement: “There has been an increased 
amount of interest in our church toward helping our rural 
churches. Many folks have been anxious that we should 
make it possible for Brethren young men to get on farms. 
Because of the laws governing our permanent funds, we 
have been prohibited in many instances from helping 
where we should have liked to and so we have now taken 
as an experiment a specified amount of money and have 
designated it for this particular use. 

“Our plan is somewhat as follows. If there is a good 

1 Christian Bases of World Order, The Merrick Lectures, Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, New York and Nashville. 255 pp. Cloth bound, $2.00. 

2The Church and World Order, Today’s Jobs for Tomorrow’s 
World, edited by Richard T. Baker, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, New 
York and Nashville. 48 pp. Price 15 cents. 


3“The Land and Human Welfare,” Christian Rural Fellowship, 156 
Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Five cents. 
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young farmer lad in a Brethren community who is inter- 
ested in securing a farm of his own and who has been 
approved by his local church, we plant to assist him, using 
the following method. We will buy outright a farm in the 
community, which has been also approved by his church 
and then sell it to him on a contract basis, asking only ten 
per cent of the total value of the farm as down payment. 
The rest of the contract we will carry on a twenty or 
thirty-year long-time basis at a rate of interest which will 
be at least one per cent lower than any other available 
money. 

“When the boy has paid off sufficient amount of his con- 
tract to us, we will then transfer the deed to him and take 
a first mortgage. We are going to try out this experiment 
and see how it works. That is the reason we have asked 
for the $50,000 to be set aside by our Conference for this 
purpose. I should like to say in closing that it has received 
already very fine commendation of many of our church 
leaders. We believe it is a very fine, forward-looking step 
for the strength and the rehabilitation of our rural par- © 
ishes.” 

We are making this information available because of its 
significance to other denominations. 


Some Observations on the Cuban Evangelical 
Church of More Than Local Significance 

It is clear that the wise use of foreign money on behalf 
of the younger churches may richly bless their growth, but — 
the greatest care must be taken to avoid doing for these 
churches, through gifts of money, things which they can — 
do for themselves, and in the doing of which they will gain 
strength. Funds should be provided in a manner and for 
objectives which will stimulate and not diminish the initia- 
tive and sacrifice of the younger Christians and will extend 
and not contract the frontiers of the Church. The continued © 
subsidy of mature churches tends to weaken the Christian 
movement—by not calling out the full initiative, interest, 
and sacrifice of the church members; by creating a belief 
that the responsibility for the church is not theirs; and by © 
immobilizing money that could otherwise be released for 
carrying the gospel to unevangelized areas. 

The Evangelical Church is not yet adjusted in program, 
upkeep, and leadership to the economic and social condi- 
tions of Cuba. The church is a middle-class and expensive 
institution in a largely lower-class and poverty-stricken 
constituency. It is an Anglo-Saxon and democratic institu- 
tion in a Latin and feudal society. It is an urbanized insti- 
tution seeking to expand in a rural environment.—From 
The Cuban Church in a Sugar Economy, by J. Merle Davis. 


“The hope for civilization after this war resides among | 
the people rather than among the politicians and diplo- 
mats. Peace is built in the field where people are found 
trying to earn their living. Where these people assert them- 
selves and organize Co-operatively for the purpose of get- 
ting the things they need by the methods of mutual aid, 
the problems of supply and demand are being solved. These 
are the people who can win the peace, AND THE ONLY 
PEOPLE. When we have learned how to look to ourselves 
in the spirit of self help, and not to the government for 
help, we can talk about winning the peace. For peace must 
be waged no less than war.”—By J. P. Warbasse. 
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Civilization.” 
MEMBERSHIPS 
Subscribing $1.00; Contributing $5.00 
Sustaining $10.00; Patron $25.00 


The Christian Rural Fellowship 


156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 


LO promote Christian ideals for agriculture and rural life; to interpret the spiritual and religious values 
which inhere in the processes of agriculture and the relationships of rural life; to magnify and dignify the rural 
church; to provide a means of fellowship and cooperation among rural agencies: Toward a Christian Rural 


A Voluntary Membership Organization 


BRANCHES OF THE CHRISTIAN RURAL 
FELLOWSHIP 


NEw YorRK CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. Floyd W. Morris, Poplar Ridge, N. Y. 
Secretary: Rev. Ralph L. Williamson, Barnes Hall, Ithaca, N. Y. 


Iowa CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
Chairman: Hon. J. P. Wallace, Des Moines, Iowa 
Secretary: Prof. W. H. Stacy, Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa 


Program Director and Treasurer: Rev. Calvin Schnucker, Uni- 
versity of Dubuque, Dubuque, Iowa 


OHIO CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. C. J. Snyder, Germantown, Ohio 


Secretary: Dr. William H. Thompson, 139 W. Northwood Ave., 
Columbus, Ohio 


NEBRASKA CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. Jerry Thaden, Hickman, Nebraska 


Secretary: Mr. J. L. Thomas, Extension Service, College of Agri- 
culture, Lincoln, Nebraska 


INDIANA CHRISTIAN RURAL F'ELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Shirley E. Greene, Merom Institute, Merom, 
Indiana 


Secretary: Prof. Ross. J. Griffeth, Butler University, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 


JOHN FREDERICK OBERLIN FELLOWSHIP 
Secretary: Mrs. Eunice B. Buck, Naples, Maine 


JOHN FREDERICK OBERLIN FELLOWSHIP OF OBERLIN, OHIO 
pace): Rev. Roger Robison, Theological Quadrangle, Oberlin, 
10 


DIscIpLES RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. E. D. Hamner, Halls, Tennessee 
Secretary-Treasurer: Rev. Perry L. Stone, Jackson, Kentucky 


NEw ENGLAND TOWN AND COUNTRY CHURCH COMMISSION 


Executive Secretary: Dr. Hilda L. Ives, 210 Institution Avenue, 
Newton Centre, Massachusetts 


RURAL CHURCH COMMISSION, CONFERENCE OF SOUTHERN 


MouNTAIN WORKERS 
Chairman: Rev. Eugene Smathers, Big Lick, Tennessee 


RuRAL WORKERS FELLOWSHIP OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
President: Rev. David Coombs, Louisiana, Mo. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Rev. E. Dargan Butt, Winchester, Tenn. 


METHODIST RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. Ralph L. Williamson, Barnes Hall, Ithaca, N. Y. 
Treasurer: Rev. Elliott L. Fisher, Clarksburg, Calif. 
Secretary: Rev. Philip N. Pitcher, Springville, Pa, 


Henry S. RANDOLPH, Chairman 
Mrs. Otts Moors, Vice-Chairman 
JOHN H. Reisner, Secretary and Treasurer 


Our Membership 
By June 30, the membership of the Christian Rural Fel- 
lowship passed the 1600 mark. The Fellowship was or- 
ganized in 1935 with a membership of about fifty. 


With the Iowa Christian Rural Fellowship 

The Iowa Christian Rural Fellowship devoted March 
8-9, 1943, to a two-day seminar dealing with “The Job of 
the Rural Church in This Day.” Rural ministers from nine 
denominations and representatives from four Iowa col- 
leges attended. Attention was given to the five following 
areas of concern: (1) Spiritual resources for overcoming 
war tensions; (2) Juvenile delinquency in war time; (3) 
Aims and methods of post-war planning; (4) Contacts with 
men and women in military service; and (5) Conservation 
of church resources in war time. 

A summary of the presentations and discussions is now 
available in a 32-page pamphlet and can be had from the 
Rev. Calvin Schnucker, Program Director of the Iowa 
Christian Rural Fellowship, University of Dubuque, Du- 
buque, Iowa. Single copies, 25 cents. Rural ministers will 
find the report stimulating and suggestive. 

The Iowa Christian Rural Fellowship is now responsible 
for weekly radio programs over the Ames and Dubuque 
Stations. The 1942 Iowa Yearbook of Agriculture will 
carry a summary of the work of the Fellowship for the 
year. 


New York Pastors to Give Life Service to the 
Rural Church 

Five rural pastors took the Oberlin Covenant for life 
service to the rural church in a service February 2, 1943, 
in the small chapel, Barnes Hall, Cornell University, Ith- 
aca, New York. The Executive Committee of the New York 
Christian Rural Fellowship had previously approved their 
applications to wear the bronze Oberlin button. Included 
were Ivan Cash, Genoa; Floyd Morris, Slaterville; Frank 
Pelkonen, Van Etten; Philip Pitcher, Springville, Pa.; and 
Charles Smith, Millport. Their wives will be similarly 
honored when they can attend a Covenant Service, as will 
also additional members of the Fellowship who have con- 
sciously dedicated themselves to rural work. There are 
many such in the State. 


Lisle Conference 
The Sixth Annual State-wide Rural Church Conference 
was held at Happy Valley, Lisle, N. Y., May 31 and June 
1st. The theme of the Conference was “That cause can 
neither be lost nor stayed which takes the course that God 
hath made.” 


Dr. Mark Dawber in addressing the group spoke of “The 
Rural Church in the Postwar World.” He reminded us that 
we are experiencing a world revolution along many lines. 
The Christian Church must recognize the revolution of 
nationalism, racialism and denominationalism. He left us 
with the challenge to supersede these barriers for this 
world revolution is affecting every small rural community. 
Any post-war consideration will have to deal with this 
major premise, “The Earth is the Lord’s and the Fulness 
thereof.” We are faced with such major problems as Peo- 
ple, Food and Soil. Will there be a free migration of people 
from rural areas to the city and from Europe or other 
congested areas to America after the war? The food prob- 
lem, essentially a problem of people, is one of the greatest 
problems we face. There can be no Just and Durable Peace 
until the world is prepared to consider the food problem 
in the light of the needs of people everywhere. The proper 
use of the soil is another equally important problem. It, 
too, may be seen as a problem of people, for many have 
sinned in exploiting the soil of the earth and in plundering 
our natural resources. The land problem can never be 
adequately dealt with until those who till the soil and 
draw from our natural resources adopt the Christian Stew- 
ardship principle implied in the teaching, “The Earth is 
the Lord’s and the fulness thereof.”—Stanley E. Skinner. 


New England Rural Church Workers’ Conference 
The Seventeenth Annual New England Rural Church 
Workers’ Conference under the auspices of the New Eng- 
land Town and Country Church Commission was held at 
Ocean Park, Maine, June 21-25, 1943, with a very large 
attendance. Among the guest speakers were the Rev. and 
Mrs. James D. Wyker, North Jackson, Ohio; the Rev. 
Ralph L. Williamson, Secretary of the New York State 
Christian Rural Fellowship, Ithaca, New York; and Mr. 
R. W. Hudgens, Assistant Administrator, Farm Security 
Administration, Washington. In accordance with established 
custom, on the last evening of the Conference the John 
Frederick Oberlin Fellowship held its “Service of Recog- 
nition” followed by a communion service. The theme for 
the Conference was “A strong, unified rural church—an 
absolute necessity for rebuilding world civilization.” 


Ten Point Program of Rural Work 

1. To Lift Up the Rural Church as an Effective Means 
for the Enrichment of Rural Life. 

2. To Reach Every Rural Church in the Brotherhood 
with a Message of Fellowship and Service. 

3. To Develop a Ministry Especially Trained to Serve 
Rural Areas. 

4. To Promote a Program of Christian Stewardship that 
Will Adequately Undergird the Kingdom of God in 
Rural Areas. 

5. To Develop a Program of Christian Education that 
Will Meet the Needs of Rural People. 

6. To Seek for Rural People a Fairer Share of the Eco- 
nomic Goods of Life. 

7. To undergird the Spiritual Values of the Rural Family. 

To Provide Better Opportunities for Rural Youth. 

9. To Promote Cooperation Between Rural Churches 
and Other Community Agencies. 

10. To Help Rural People to See Themselves as Members 

of the World Community. 
—Department of Social Welfare and Rural Work, 
United Christian Missionary Society. 
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Bible Lesson on Farm Problems 
1. Does the Bible teach that it is a sacred task to produce 
food? 
(Read 1 Cor. 3:6) 
2. Is it more Christian for neighboring farmers to coop- 


erate or to compete in food production? 
(Read Matt. 14:17 ff) 


3. Can neighboring farmers, who belong to different 
churches share in the use of machinery and exchange 
labor? 

(Read 1 Cor. 12:21) 


4. Could two or more local churches, whose pastors 
drive in from distant communities, cooperate in having 
one pastor, and thereby save rubber for the duration? 

(Read Luke 10:33 ff) 


5. If farm laborers are imported from other areas, is it 
a Christian attitude to welcome them into the community 
and neighborhood activities? 

(Read Acts 17:26) - 


6. While the war is still on should farm neighborhood | 
groups discuss “a just and durable peace after the war?” 
(Read Matt. 5:9) 


The above was taken from the March 15, 1943, issue of — 
the Ohio Cooperator, a journal of cooperative news and — 
discussion, published by the Ohio Farm Bureau Coopera- 
tives, Columbus, Ohio. It was prepared by Dr. Carl R. 
Hutchinson, Director of the Educational Department of the 
Ohio Farm Bureau. 


University of Nanking, College of Agriculture, 
Organizes Department of Euthenics 

Word recently received from the College of Agriculture 
in the University of Nanking tells of the organization of a 
new Department of Euthenics. Miss Winifred Shannon has” 
been invited by Dean C. W. Chang of the College to become _, 
head of the department. Courses already offered in the 
College of Agriculture will be adapted as far as possible — 
and necessary new courses will be added. The department 
will have the needs of the rural family particularly in — 
mind. The College already has more than twenty regu- 
larly enrolled women students in it. 


George Washington Carver 
A child slave-born, and early left alone, 
The frail black boy found beauty in God’s world. 
He studied simple plants, a flower half-blown, 
And tiny blades of grass with dew impearled. 
The man of science, trained in nature lore, 
Has deemed no plant unworthy for the need 
Of humankind. God opens wide the door 
To one who would interpret Him in deed. 
A man of faith, his heart attuned to God, 
He shares the simple secrets of the soil; 
The wealth concealed within a lowly pod 
Becomes a treasure-chest for those who toil. 
His task to glorify the common things, 
That humble folk may share earth’s offerings. 
—Gertrude M. Robinson. Used by kind 
permission of the Christian Advocate. 


“Anything will give up its secrets if you love it enough.” 


—George Washington Carver. 
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768 Missionaries Enrolled in Special Rural 
Courses, 1930-1943 

Since 1930, twenty-eight special rural training courses 
for missionaries have been organized with 768 mission- 
aries enrolled. The institutions mainly concerned with this 
training have been the New York State Colleges of Agri- 
culture and Home Economics at Cornell University with 
521 students, the Iowa State College with 69, the Oregon 
State College with 30, Scarritt College for Christian Work- 
ers with 89, the Merrill-Palmer School with 36, and the 
1942 and 1943 Southern Field Study and Observation Pro- 
gram with 47. This total of 768 does not include many 
other missionaries who have enrolled for other special 
training at the above or other institutions or have had the 
benefit of extended field study and observation in the 
South. Thirty-six countries were represented by the mis- 
sionaries. They came from twenty American Mission 
Boards, including seventeen denominations and from four 
British Missionary Societies. 

The enrollment for the year 1942-43 was as follows: 
Special One-year Rural Training Course for Missionaries 
at Cornell, 20; Seminar on Home and Family Life Educa- 
tion at the Merrill-Palmer School, 18; Southern Field Study 
and Observation Program, 22. The special Rural Short- 
term Courses which during recent years have been offered 
at the New York State Colleges of Agriculture and Home 
Economics at Cornell University, at Iowa State College, at 
Oregon State College, and at Scarritt College for Christian 
Workers were not offered in 1942-43. The difficulty of 
travel which interrupted the normal flow of missionaries 
on furlough was largely responsible. It is expected that 
these courses will be reinstated just as soon as available 
missionary enrollment warrants. 


American Agriculturists to China 

At the request of the Chinese Government, the American 
Government has secured a number of agricultural tech- 
nicians for service in China. Among those who have already 
gone to China are the following: Dr. Walter C. Lowder- 
milk of the U. S. Department of Agriculture for soil con- 
- servation; Dr. Theodore P. Dykstra of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture for plant breeding; Professor Ray G. John- 
son for animal husbandry; Dr. R. W. Phillips, U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture, for animal breeding. A number 
of other technicians will be sent later on. In addition to 
the agriculturists, Chinese Government has asked for three 
advisers on Cooperatives. Dr. W. Mackenzie Stevens who 
spent two years in China in the early thirties is already 
in China. These experts in their various fields will act in 
an advisory capacity and help formulate programs in their 
specialized fields. 


“The Lord’s Prayer” Adapted to FINLANDIA 
Professor Orrin L. Keener of Berea College, Kentucky, 

has adapted “The Lord’s Prayer” to the tune of Finlandia 
and copies with music that can be easily pasted in hymnals 
are available as follows: 100 copies, 50 cents; 50 copies, 
30 cents; postpaid. Orders should be sent directly to Pro- 
fessor Keener at Berea, Kentucky. 


Relief Group Plans to Buy Water Buffaloes 
The Chinese Women’s Relief Association of New York 
recently launched a campaign for the purchase of water 
buffaloes to be used on farms on which crippled Chinese 
soldiers are now being settled in Western Hunan Province. 


Religion and Life 

“There must be a new intention and determination to 
carry into all the activities of our daily life the funda- 
mental teachings of the New Testament. That means we 
must be prepared to accept all their implications for our 
social and political life. I feel strongly that we have got to 
have a moral background to our whole life. We have tended 
to divorce our religious and ethical values from our prac- 
tical affairs. We try to live in two worlds. One is the world 
of our religion, our thought, our imagination; the other is 
what we call the ‘real’ world of politics and society and 
business. But we must learn to do as we think. 

“If the churches will take the attitude of the Malvern 
resolutions (which were based on the rejection and aban- 
donment of the profit motive) and really implement them, 
they will be playing an enormous part. But they must real- 
ly implement them—not just use them as a screen for doing 
nothing!”—Sir Stafford Cripps in the Methodist Recorder, 
London, England. 


Where Peace Begins 

Where, after all, does Peace start if not at home in the 
friendliness and love we show to others? Maybe that is our 
great contribution, those of us who stay at home, for if we 
cannot build a community of friends with our own coun- 
trymen whom we have seen, how can we ever hope to estab- 
lish a just and lasting Peace with those of other countries 
whom we have not seen?—From Mrs. Mac’s Page, «Penna. 
Coop. Review, November, 1942. 


FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 
Rural People at Worship 

Announcement is made of the publication in the early 
fall of the Rev. Edward K. Ziegler’s new book, Rural 
People at Worship, as a companion volume to his earlier A 
Book of Worship for Village Churches. Mr. Ziegler has col- 
lected worship materials from many parts of the world. 
These include planting festivals, rural life and rogation ser- 
vices, harvest festivals, services of remembrance, home 
dedication services, rural life dedication services, Christmas 
celebrations, rural hymns and occasional services of wor- 
ship and sacraments. A more detailed announcement will 
appear in October AGRICULTURAL MISSION NOTES. 


The Christian Mission to Rural People 

The Work Committee of the rural missions study project, 
“The Christian Mission to Rural People,” finished its work 
in June and has submitted its final report to the Rural 
Missions Cooperating Committee of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America. Engaged in the study were 
the following furloughed missionaries: Mr. Arthur T. 
Mosher, India, Chairman; Miss Lora I. Battin, China; Dr. 
E. M. Bailey, Egypt; Dr. Newell S. Booth, Congo Belge; the 
Rev. Elmer S. Galt, China; Miss Maude J. MacKinnon, 
Korea; and Miss Alice E. Murphy, China. These mission- 
aries were loaned on half time by their respective Mission 
Boards. 

The printed report will be divided into three parts: the 
first is a statement of the task of a Christian group in the 
rural neighborhood, the goals which it seeks to reach, and 
the methods which it can use. In doing this, three major 
problems are analyzed: the first is that of stating explic- 
itly the implications of the Christian Gospel for people 
living on the land; the second is an analysis of the ways 
in which the process of Christian living is at the same 
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time the method of achieving Christian discipleship and of 
witnessing to Christian faith; the third is that of the prin- 
ciples which ought to underlie the program of the Chris- 
tian group within the rural neighborhood. 

The second part of the book will be taken up by source 
materials, quotations and excerpts illustrating and ampli- 
fying the discussions in Part I. 

The third part of the book will be made up of sample 
programs which have been developed and used by actual 
rural churches in different parts of the world in carrying 
out their mission. 

It is hoped that the book will be published in the early 
fall. Details will be announced in the October issue of 
AGRICULTURAL Missions NOTES. 


Journal of the Town and Country Church 

Announcement has been made by the Committee on 
Town and Country of the Home Missions Council of North 
America and the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America of a new Journal of The Town and Country 
Church. The first issue will be printed in the fall of 1943. 
The Journal will specialize on resources, methods and tools 
for ministers in town and country churches. The subscrip- 
tion price is $1.00 per year for nine issues. Dr. Benson Y. 
Landis, Secretary of the Committee, has been appointed 
Managing Editor. This new Journal fills a long-felt need 
and deserves the widest possible support. Subscriptions 
may be sent to the Home Missions Council of North Amer- 
ica, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


© BOOK REVIEWS w&® 


“How the Church Grows in Brazil” 

Under the above title, Mr. J. Merle Davis, Director of 
the Department of Social and Economic Research and 
Counsel of the International Missionary Council, has is- 
sued the report of his study made last year of the economic 
and social basis of the Evangelical Church in Brazil. The 
report deals with the geography, the people, the economic 
setting, colonies and migrations, the church and the land, 
how the church grows in Brazil, some self-supporting 
churches, problems of the church and looking to the future. 
While directed to Brazil, as is true of so many of Mr. Davis’ 
reports, much of the basic discussion has much wider appli- 
cation. 

Dealing with the problem of the rural church, Mr. Davis 
makes the following observation: “There has as yet been 
no adequate philosophy or technique devised for the rural 
church in Brazil. The reasons for this failure are not in- 
herent in an agricultural society—baffling though the phys- 
ical conditions under which such a society lives may be— 
but they lie rather in the lack of understanding the unique 
nature of a rural society and of integrating the Church and 
its leadership with it.” 

Discussing lay leadership and the peculiar advantages 
possessed by the lay preacher in the Brazilian church, he 
quotes the statement of an active layman that is well 
worth passing on: “The Gospel is made too complicated by 
the average minister. Men do not understand such phrases 
as ‘consecration,’ ‘sanctification,’ ‘eternal damnation,’ ‘wash- 
ed in the blood,’ and ‘justification.’ Men are eager to know if 
there is a power which can save them from their sins; 
which can cleanse them, forgive them, hold them from 
falling back into sin, and help them to know and find God. 
Men will listen to this kind of a Gospel. Laymen can 
preach this Gospel effectively because they are just like 


[APRIL AND JULY, 1943] 


other men and are not separated from them by clericalism. 

“There is a tendency for the clergy to draw themselves 
apart from laymen. They often do not face or understand 
the realities of life. We need laymen’s leadership to take 
care of small circuit churches. I am a lay preacher but I 
have declined ‘consecration’ since I don’t believe I am 
worthy of it and I do not want to be marked off as differ- 
ent from other laymen.” 

How the Church Grows in Brazil can be secured from 
the International Missionary Council, 156 Fifth Avenue, | 
New York 10, N. Y. Paper Bound, $1.00; cloth bound, $1.50. 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PULPIT, edited by Aaron H. | 
Rapking. Published by the Division of Education and 
Cultivation of the Board of Missions of the Methodist. 
Church, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. 206 pp.- 
Cloth, $1.00. 


The Town and Country Pulpit is a compilation of sug- 
gestions for worship for every Sunday in the year. It 
follows the ecclesiastical and the calendar year in its em- 
phases. Twelve representative rural pastors, from East and 
West, North and South, have authored the material, each | 
man for a month of the year. It makes suggestions for calls 
to worship, hymns, scripture readings, prayers, and out-_ 
lines suggestive sermons for the fifty-two Sundays in the | 
year. Illustrative material for sermons is also included, © 
most of it clearly adapted to rural life and illuminative of 
rural experience. In some cases reading lists are suggested.- 

Dr. Rapking, Associate Superintendent of the Department | 
of Town and Country Work in the Division of Home Mis~ ‘ 
sions, is to be congratulated on this helpful volume. The 
Board of Missions is to be congratulated on making the > 
price $1.00. The Methodists have no monopoly on its ex- 
cellent contents and the volume will be found to be highly 
useful by the pastors of many other denominations. : 


A COOPERATIVE ECONOMY, by Benson Y. Landis. Har- ' 
per & Brothers, New York, N. Y. Special Cooperative 
League Edition, $1.00. 


This is a study of democratic, economic movements. Fa-_ 
ther M. M. Coady, famous Nova Scotia cooperator, writes — 
of this book: “. .. gives the story of cooperative achieve- 
ments of the American people in recent times. But it does 
something more than that; it gives us a new interpretation 
and a new synthesis.” The book is a comprehensive sum- 
mary of all the efforts in our economy toward cooperation 
including cooperative purchasing, finance, marketing, labor 
unions, professional and business cooperation, and public 
(government) cooperation. It is adapted equally to indi- 
vidual or group study. The appendix contains a discussion 
syllabus for each chapter and an excellent bibliography. 


FOR ALL OF LIFE, by William H. and Charlotte V. Wiser. 
The Friendship Press, New York 10, N. Y. 182 pp. Cloth, 
$1.00; paper, 60 cents. 


This is one of the mission study books for 1943-1944 for 
adults and older young people on the theme, Christian - 
Ventures in Living and Learning. Dr. and Mrs. Wiser are. 
India missionaries and those who have read their Behind | 
Mud Walls will know what to expect. In their new book | 
the authors have succeeded admirably in bringing to our ' 
American churches in a most interesting and readable way 
descriptions of the work of the world-wide missionary en-. 
terprise as it has reached out to touch the day-by-day life : 
of millions of people in their homes and villages in’ many ° 
lands. 


